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Name    
Date    

Potlatch 

A potlatch is a ceremony traditionally held by Native Americans of 
the Northwest Pacific Coast. This ceremony was practiced in 
different ways by different Native peoples, including the Haida and 
the Salish, and it continues to be practiced today by some of these 
groups. One common feature of the potlatch is that the host 
always gives a gift to every guest. This gift giving serves many 
functions in society. Historically, the potlatch was a social 
occasion, but it also determined a person’s position in society and 
allowed the wealth of the community to be shared more equally. 
 

In the past, a potlatch was a big party that lasted several 
days. Guests came for the speeches, the singing, the 
dancing, and the feast. A good host was expected to provide more food than the guests could 
possibly eat. The main event of the potlatch, however, was the gift giving. The host presented gifts to 
each guest based on social rank. This means that more important people generally received larger 
gifts. 
 
People held potlatches for many different reasons. A potlatch could mark a birth, death, or marriage. 
Hosting a potlatch makes a statement to the community about the host’s wealth and social position. 
Sometimes a person who had been publicly embarrassed held a potlatch to regain honor in the 
community. A potlatch could also be a way for rivals to compete to see who had more wealth. 
 
Ultimately, the potlatch served two main functions: to confirm the social position of the host and to 
redistribute the wealth among people in a community. Since potlatches were usually hosted by 
wealthier people, they were a way for these people to share their wealth with those less fortunate. In 
this way, the potlatch was both a powerful economic and social tool—and of course, it was also a 
great party. 
 

1) This passage is mostly about 
 

A. who goes to potlatch  

B. what a potlatch is 

C. when people hold potlach 

D. the gifts at a potlach 
 

2) According to the passage, the main event of a potlatch is the 
 

A. dancing 

B. singing 

C. feast 

D. gift giving 
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3) Based on its use in paragraph 1, it can be understood that the word feature belongs to which 
of the following word groups? 

 

A. characteristic, part, quality 

B. appearance, face, look 

C. advantage, benefit, favor 

D. law, requirement, rule 
 

 

4) Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that a potlatch is a way to share 
the wealth of a community more equally? 

 

A. “This gift giving serves many functions in society.” 

B. “Hosting a potlatch makes a statement to the community about the host’s wealth and 
social position.” 

C. “Ultimately, the potlatch served two main functions: to confirm the social position of the 
host and to redistribute the wealth among people in a community.” 

D. “Since potlatches were usually hosted by wealthier people, they were a way for these 
people to share their wealth with those less fortunate.” 

 

 

5) According to the author, the host of a potlatch always 
 

A. prepares all the food him or herself 

B. has been publicly embarrassed 

C. gives a gift to every guest 

D. is the wealthiest person in the community 
 

6) If a person attending a potlatch were to receive a small gift, this would mean that person is 
 

I. unimportant 

II. poor 

III. unintelligent 
 

A. I only 

B. I and II only 

C. II and III only 

D. I, II, and III 
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7) Which piece of evidence from the passage supports the author's conclusion that the potlatch 
is a way "to confirm the social position of the host"? 
A. The guests must rank themselves from most wealthy to least wealthy. 

B. The host shows the community how wealthy he or she is. 

C. The guests use the potlatch as a way to choose leaders in society. 
D. The host has to compete with another host to see who has more wealth. 

 

 

8) Explain in your own words the practice of the potlatch. Where was it practiced? What was 
its function? 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


